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“messages”.)

The Second Greatest Commandment

September
Worship
Themes
September 4:
“Useful”
- Pastor Jim Benedict
Worship Theme: The so-called “Great Resignation” told us that
many people have trouble finding meaning and value in what they do
for a living. Paul’s letter to Philemon suggests we look for meaning
and value elsewhere – in our relationship with God and our
relationships with each other as sisters and brothers in Christ.

“Good Neighbors” Series (Week 1 of 4)
Scripture Texts: Philemon 1-21

September 11: “Who is my neighbor?” - Pastor Jim Benedict
Worship Theme: Sure, we are to love our neighbors – but where
do we draw the line? Jesus seems to suggest we don’t need to draw a
line. A neighbor is simply someone who can benefit from our care.

“Good Neighbors” Series (Week 2 of 4)
Scripture Texts: Luke 10:25-37

September 18:
“Dignity”
- Pastor Jim Benedict
Worship Theme: God calls on us not just to meet our neighbors’
physical needs, but also to defend their dignity.

“Good Neighbors” Series (Week 3 of 4)

Scripture Texts: Deuteronomy 24:10-13; Proverbs 3:27-32

September 25:
“The Debt We All Owe” - Pastor Jim Benedict
Worship Theme: Ever been to a “mortgage burning”? There are
few feelings quite as nice as finally paying off a big debt. But there is
one debt we are told we should never finish paying.

“Good Neighbors” Series (Week 4 of 4)

Scripture Texts: Romans 13:8-10

But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
Luke 10:29
Do you know Fred? Fred was born in 1928, in western
Pennsylvania. He majored in music at Rollins College. He worked a few
years in television, before attending and graduating from Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary and being ordained a Presbyterian minister. In fact, he
became and remains the most famous graduate of that school.
I’m sure you know Fred, even if you don’t think you do. He sang the
following lyrics for 33 years:
It's a beautiful day in this neighborhood
A beautiful day for a neighbor
Would you be mine? Could you be mine?
Fred was Fred McFeeley Rogers, also known as Mr. Rogers. His
long-running program taught millions of children about what it means to be
a good neighbor, and though the show was not explicitly religious it clearly
based its notion of “neighbor” on values Fred absorbed in his seminary
education.
What it means to be a good neighbor is a major concern in both the
Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) and the New Testament. The Law, the
Prophets and Jesus all affirm the importance of loving our neighbors, and the
New Testament emphasizes that love for God cannot be separated from love
for neighbors. Of course, that raises the question asked by a legal expert in
Luke’s gospel: “Who is my neighbor?”
The story Jesus tells in response is the story of the Good Samaritan.
In that story, a member of a minority many Jews loathed turns out to be the
hero because he chooses to be a neighbor to a stranger in need. The lesson
is clear: Your neighbor is anyone who needs your help. This definition fits
with the way Jesus operated. He was drawn to those who were suffering
and spent much of his time doing whatever he could to help them.
We are most authentically followers of Jesus when we are doing the
same. As a congregation, discovering our mission begins with thinking about
who our neighbors might be. Where are people suffering? Who needs our
help? What can we do to make a difference?
For several Sundays starting September 11th, we will explore what it
means to obey the second greatest commandment. We will think about the
people we encounter who need our help, and about the suffering around us
that may be hidden but still all too real. We will give attention to ways we
are already being a good neighbor and to new ways we might be.
As we enter a new season of the year, we may also enter a new
season in the life of the church – a season of looking for and taking
advantage of opportunities to be good neighbors.
Peace, Pastor Jim

MCOB NEWS &
ACTIVITIES
Our Family Promise week is scheduled for
Sunday, September 25th through Sunday, October 2nd.
6 p.m. to 6 a.m. each day.
A sign-up sheet has been placed on the
bulletin board.
Van drivers, meals, and over-night help is needed.

The

Church Book Club will meet on

Monday, September 26th at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom.
This month’s selection is Seven Perfect Things by
Catharine Ryan Hyde.
Discussion Leader is Jill Risser.

The Willing Learners and Living Letters
Sunday School classes begin on
Sunday, September 4th at 9:00 a.m.

Adult Bible Study begins on Wednesday,
September 7th at 9:00 a.m. by Zoom.
The topic of study will be Brethren and the Bible: A

Study of Scripture Passages That Shape Who We Are.
Contact Pastor Jim if you would like to join.

“If Wyatt Could Paint”
By Reuben E., age 3 years
Great-grandson of
Warren & Theresa Eshbach
(Inset) Reuben and his dog, Wyatt.

On Earth Peace: A local representative for On Earth
Peace contacted the church to announce an initiative to
address “Migrant Justice”. Lisa Neuhauser, phone 717644-1764, recently began in this position and is reaching
out to all interested parties. She asked that you contact
her for more information related to this OEP program.
Lisa is located in Hershey, PA.

Thank you notes from the heart! Enjoy some recent hand-written
thank you notes we received from guests at New Hope Ministries. It is
because of YOU that our guests share their hearts with us in writing:
"You have given me belief in me again and you have blessed me
with hopes for further education for greater things for my future, and this
class has opened my eyes to see greater visions to be a greater
caregiver. One day I may need to be taken care of and I pray to have a
caregiver with a good heart and kindness as I plan to give to others.
Thank you for such an awesome opportunity and all your help."
The Lord is my strength and my shield; my heart trust in him, and he helps
me. My heart leaps for joy, and with my song I praise him.
Psalm 28:7
Need help? If you know someone needs help with food or dealing with a
financial crisis, please contact us. (717) 432-2087
Wish list: We could use condiments (ketchup, mustard, etc) or personal
care items. Please see website for specific needs by Center: www.nhmpa.org.
We could use your help! Please prayerfully consider volunteering time at
New Hope Ministries! www.nhm-pa.org
I would like to say thank you to everyone
who donated school supplies for New
Hope ministries school daze craze. Our
church donated between 90-100 lbs. of
school supplies. We had a wonderful day
and the kids and parents were thrilled to
get what they needed for school. There
were eye exams, haircuts, bicycle repair,
and free helmets for the kids. We had
lots of good food and snacks. Mark your
calendars for this time next year and volunteer for a couple hours. You will
have a wonderful time.
- Linda Wevodau

45th Annual Brethren
Disaster Relief Auction
Lebanon Valley Expo Center
Friday, September 23rd 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
& Saturday, September 24th 7 a.m. – 4 p.m.
The Witness Team is planning to donate two (2) theme baskets
to this year’s Disaster Relief Auction to be held at the Lebanon Fairgrounds.
All proceeds from the auction are used to help victims of natural
disasters here and afar. The auction is sponsored by the Atlantic Northeast
and Southern Districts of PA.
Our church will be collecting items for an “Office Supplies” basket
and a “Baby/Young Child” basket.
Containers will be placed in the
gathering areas for collection of your donations.
Suggestions for office supplies would be envelopes, stamps,
post-it notes, pens/pencils, sharpies, paper clips, Staples gift card.
Suggestions for the baby/young child would be books,
blankets, educational games, baby clothes & toiletries, gift cards, toys, wet
wipes, diapers, etc.

We thank you for your support of this worthwhile cause.

We need all bakers to provide donations for the pie and baked
goods sale. (No custard or refrigerated items are accepted.) Please label
with ingredients per auction requirements. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex.
Pie pans will be provided.

There is an art auction coming!
4 Friends decided to do something to help the people of Ukraine so an art
auction was the result. All sorts of art and fine craft are being asked for to
make this auction a success. The auction will be online from October 14 th 22nd, and the event will end on October 22nd with a dessert finale at the
Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren. All donations are tax deductible, and
all money is going directly to the Church of the Brethren Disaster Ministries
to benefit the people of Ukraine.
A donation of art request form can be found at:
www.mechanicsburgcob.org/ukraine-crisis-auction .
Questions? See Margie Fultz.
We are collecting individually wrapped snacks
and treats to send to all the college students
connected to our congregation. Right now, we
know of about 15-18 who are either on campus
or are commuters. Please bring your donations
by Sunday, October 9, 2022 and place them in
the designated bin by the coat rack across from
the Pastor’s Office. We will then pack the boxes
and get them in the mail to our students the next day. If you prefer that we
do your shopping, or if you would rather help with mailing costs, please give
the money to either Kristy Pipher Richmond or Linda Crook Saylor. Thank
you, on behalf of our students, for your generous support of this project
each spring and fall!
PARENTS: Please check the list on (or near) the bulletin board to be sure
we have the correct address for your student. If it’s correct, just mark “OK”.
If it’s not, please print the correct one. Did we miss anyone????
BRETHREN HOME FOUNDATION To each member of the Church of the
Brethren in the Southern District of PA. As a member of the BHF, a Corp.,
you are hereby notified that the Annual Meeting of the members of The
Brethren Home Foundation is to be held in conjunction with the Annual
District Conference of the Church of the Brethren of the Southern District of
PA and will be held at: MCOB on Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022 at 10:10 a.m. for
the purpose of receiving the Annual Report of the BHF, including its affiliate,
Cross Keys Village – The Brethren Home Community, and passing upon such
other business as may come before the meeting.

DISTRICT &
COMMUNITY NEWS

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

September

1- Barb Baney; Reta Mundwiler; Sarah Vinson
Birthdays
3- Heidi Ziegler
5- Kim Spradley
7- Nathan Williamson
10- Rae Ann Daughtry; Joel Rotz
11- George Eisenhauer
13- Phyllis Prodan
15- Annette Lightner; Kevin Seagrist
16- John Martin; Jeff Martin
17- Mercedes Ramos
18- Lois Keeney
19- Barbara Harned; Kristy Richmond; David Liu; Amy Furry
21- Kyle Callaway
23- Janelle Miller; Julie Reisinger; Renee Bowers
24- Amanda Hamilton
25- Doris Stoner
26- William Hendrickson; Ashley Sprout
27- Hannah Rabenstein
28- Kathleen Carlis; Ann Reisinger
30- Wyatt Case; Eli Thornton

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
1- Lee II & Jill Bretz (84)
2- William & Susan Ballhorst (89)
9- Charlie & Kristy Richmond (00)
10- Glenn & Linda Laverty (05)
12- Noah & Danielle Mumma (09)
15- Todd & Cindy Thatcher (90)
19- Keith & Kaye Thornton (92) “30 Years!”
21- Joe & Heidi Graci (96)
22- Scott & Cathy Wise (87) “35 Years!”
27- Mike & Reta Mundwiler (97) “25 Years!”
28- Randy & Aimee Wakefield (14)
29- Stephen & Viola Kownacki (90)

September
Anniversaries

September
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

5

Food for New Hope
9 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Labor Day
OFFICE CLOSED

11

12

6

13

9 am Sunday School
10:30 Worship
EX Meeting – 7 pm
(Budget)

18

19

9 am Sunday School
10:30 Worship
Crop Walk Comm.
7-9 pm (Library)

25 My 2 Cents Worth 26
9 am Sunday School
10:30 Worship

7 pm Book Club
(Zoom)

Family Promise

Family Promise

Fri

Sat

2

3

7

8

9

10

Bible Study – 9 am
(Zoom)

Interfaith
Thanksgiving SVC
Planning Comm.
6/9 (Library)

14 Bible Study – 9

15

16

17

am (Zoom)

Hoss’s Community
Day to support Crop
Walk
SOPA District Prog.
Committee Meeting
7 pm

SOPA District
Conference at MCOB

SOPA District
Conference at MCOB

23

24

Disaster Relief Auction

Disaster Relief Auction

29

30

(Oct. 1)

Family Promise

Family Promise

Family Promise

Knitting Group is
Cancelled for
September.

4

Thu
1

Ladies Monthly
Luncheon 11:30 am
District Conference
Set-up Begins

20

21

Caregivers – 1 pm
October
Newsletter
Deadline
Leadership – 7 pm
(Budget)

Bible Study – 9 am
(Zoom)

27

28

22

Bible Study – 9 am
(Zoom)
Family Promise

Family Promise

2022

