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*  MARCH WORSHIP -
f THEMES f
SIS ——

March 5: i Wh a't
Second Sunday of Lent

Worship Theme: Not
even be good. Motives matter.

Scripture Texts: Matthew 25:31-46

Did They KindwTlThlheay Khew

- Pastor Jim Benedict

all fAgood deedsd are

March 12: fCultivating Confidenced - Pastor Jim Benedict

Third Sunday of Lent

Worship Theme:  Times were tough for the Christians in Rome.
Paul wrote to encouragethemby r emi ndi ng t hem
them gave them reason to be confident about the future, despite their
present trials. When we grow discouraged by looking at the world around
us, we just need to look up.

Romans 5:1-11

t hat

Scripture Texts:

March 19: iwWh a t
Fourth Sunday of Lent

God Has t o -@astordit Benedict

Worship Theme:  Although we often turn to this psalm on somber
occasions, it is really a celebration of what God has to give i guidance,
presence, protection and provision.

Scripture Texts: Psalm 23

March 26: (To be announced) - Traci Rabenstein

Fifth Sunday of Lent

N
<§¢9 Daylight Savings Time Begins on
Sunday, March 12 1
Remember to turn your clocks ahead
Time to |
Spring Ahead 1 hour!

Winter cold is only one of the things that test the resiliency of
trees and other plants. Summer heat, drought, disease, pests and
severe weather can also put trees to the test. So can human activity.

Growing up, | remember the county coming around every few
years to clear the road ditches. That meant cutting back everything,
including small trees, which grew there. For some of the trees, that was
the end; eventually what was left would rot away and n o sign would be
left that there ever was a tree there. But for other trees, it was a

| t Batback but not a defeat. After a while, often the next spring, shoots

would appear, stretching upwards. In time, leaves would appear and

eaftel:Jr %\évhile it gl%uld Ié)okrlhke a Rn?nd-p]eg)v ﬁree. Only if you looked
downcat the base orﬂt, near the ground, would you be able to tell that it
had once been reduced to a stump.

In the book of the prophet Isaiah, God gives encouragement to
the people who were worried about the futur e because of the success of
their enemies. First the descendants of Jacob from the north (Israel)
were conquered by the Assyrians, and then the descendants of Jacob in
the south (Judah) were conquered by the Babylonians and many carried
oftio exife.sThéyo vhea df dbreen fAcut down, 06 and a
met aphor for what was | eft of Godoés

In the 11 chapter of Isaiah, the prophet speaks of a shoot
coming forth from the stump of Jesse. What looked like the end was not
the end. The people who were left should not give up, but instead keep
watch for signs of life.

Lots of churches just like ours were already stressed before the
pandemic hit 3 years ago. One of the questions | heard often as the
pandemic set in was whether the church could survive, especially if we
werendét able to meet in per soncodldr
come back, wouldt hey ? And what about <chi
they missing out on a critical stage of spiritual development?

There is no doubt that the last few years have been hard on
congregations. Nearly every congregation has had to cut back its
program, and many have had to cut staff. Attendance is down compared
to before the pandemic, even when you count those still choosing to
attend online.

Now we can respond to all that by tallying up our losses and
lamenting them 1 or we can do what the prophet called upon his people
to do: l ook for signs of new [|if
life lately. Have you?

S
| dr

e .

Peace,
Pastor Jm



Worship Schedule for

e Holy Week

Join us in person on Sunday morning s! :)% ‘ »

Stop by the Welcome Center for a cup of coffee, tea, or cocoa
before Sunday School at 9 a.m.

April 2: iThe Cel ebrity (PastorBntBenedict
Palm Sunday
Worship Theme: With crowds lining the road with palm branches
and shouting hosanna, Jesus was at the peak of his fame during his
earthly life. Soon enough, the crowds had turned on him when they
Our Worship Service begins in the sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. di scovered he wasnot the person they

been what they wanted, but he was i and isi what we all need.

Sunday School Topics:
Living Letters classi Every Creature Singing
Willing Learners classi Luke
Elementary classi Shine Curriculum

You may also join us by Zoom or Live Stream

on the Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren Scripture Texts: Matthew 21:1-11
You Tube Channel.
Worship videos are posted to our You Tube Channel April 2: Love Feast & Communion 7:00 p.m.
and our Website on Sunday afternoons. Palm Sunday
Go to www.mechanicsburgcob.org and click on fmessage slBBleasejoin us for an evening of scripture and song. We will share

an Agape meal, participate in feet or hand washing, and receive the
bread and cup communion as a faith community.

Follow us on Facebook

April 7: Good Friday Service 7:00 p.m.
Signs of Life
fA shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, April 9: ARol |l i ng St oneo-PastorJimBenedict
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 0 Easter Sunday
Isaiah 11:1 Worship Theme: The woman on the way to the tomb worried

There is a tree in my backyard that | will be watching closely this about the stone that covered the entrance. It turned out that they
y 9 y shoul dndt H dhe stonewas already dolled away. It is a story

month. | hope to see the first signs of life, buds at the end of the tiniest . : !
. . A to_remind us that God is at work, making a way for us even when there
branches swelling, getting ready to unfurlnewlea v e s . Il 6m concerfne

because the tree wasndt doing so wel ?eenfsgosbet'nowaa/.l I, and two other trees we
have planted in the same spot lived only a few years. | suspect the soil Scripture Texts: Mark 16:1-8

is shallow there, and my wife and | have already decided that if this tree

d o e s n 6 tt, wenaekgeingito give up on that spot.
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Meat Canning Project

7 4 Days
April 10, 11,

23

Processed at:
Christian Aid Ministries
Ephrata, PA

Adult Bible Study is held each Wednesday
at 9:00 a.m. by Zoom.
Contact Pastor Jim if you would like to join.

Sponsored by:
Southern PA &
Mid-Atlantic Districts COB

VOLUNTEER TODAY'!

- Help with canning and labeling. there are 2 shifts
e . ‘:a“;‘h day. 7:15 a.m. to noon and 9 a.m. to 2:00
@ Y3 The Church Book Club  will meet on B )
F Yo == th = Sign-up early to secure your preferred day and
'PERSONAL Monday, March 27" at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom. Hing. 7
e This mont ho JhePadomidibraram i s I e i e

by Marie Benedict
Discussion leader isOceana Goodwin.

- See Meat Canning brochure for more details.

- Contact your District Office to VOLUNTEER!

The Ladies Luncheon is held on the
second Wednesday of each monthat 11:30 a.m.
at the Lower Allen Diner.

Please plan to join usi everyone is welcome!

LESPom Family Promise week at MCOB  begins on
( . Sunday, March 5 ™. Please use the sign -up sheet
on the bulletin board and prayerfully consider

filling an opening.

K%fa@s@i“{/bﬂ
APRIL 14-18,

Lunch, Learn and Fellowship (aka Coffee
Fellowship)  will be combined with the
Lenten Lunch on March 15",
Pastor Jimis providing the program.
A sign-up sheet will be posted by the office window. B
Please sign -up by Friday, March 10 . =2aGoly iDL MR D

Newark, DE 19711

Friday 4:30pm-Saturday 5:00pm




David was homeless and unemployed. Through
the work of New Hope Ministries and the United
Way of the Capital Region’s Road to Success
program, we helped David get a job at Giant
Foods as a Grocery Associate. The Road to
Success program helped with transportation
assistance to and from his job. Then, an
apartment became available in a location
convenient to his work. New Hope met with the
realtor, and helped secure the security deposit
and the Road to Success program helped with the
first month’s rent. Together, we visited
| CommunityAid (another New Hope partner)
1 where he found dishes and a coffee table for his
ST new apartment. New Hope was able to provide
David with a bed, kitchen table and chairs, and some additional
household items. On moving day, several New Hope staff members
helped David move into his new apartment — just in time for Christmas.
He continues to work steadily and is enjoying living independently in his
new place! Because of those who support New Hope Ministries’
programs that transform lives, we can help people just like David.

“But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be
rewarded.” 2 Chronicles 15:7

Need Help? Wish List: Volunteer with
If you or someone e Canned meats and us!
you know needs peanut butter

; There are volunteer
hﬂga\fi/::\:gtohdaor e Canned veggies/fruit opportunities available.

2 ! G . Please give us a call, or
ngigccg!:‘g:cstlsds ¢ Personal care items visit our website to see
" e See website for specific how you can be a part
(717) 432-2087 needs by Center of our ministry!
www.nhm-pa.org

Lenten Bible Study  continues each Sunday afternoon at 4:00 p.m.
in the Living Letters classroom.
We will use the book, Lent for Everyone by N. T. Wright.
Sessions will continue through April 2, 2023, with an
earlier time on Palm Sunday.
You may join in person or by Zoom.
Please use the signup sheet in the narthex to reserve your seat.
Books are available in the church office.

LENTEN MEALS

Lenten Luncheons sponsored by the
Mechanicsburg Area Council of Churches

Meet at Trindle Spring Lutheran Church,
14 State Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 (717395-7643)
at 12 Noon on the following Wednesdays,
with lunch & devotions provided by area pastors and congregations.

Please contact the churches listed below by the Friday before
to reserve your seat at the table.

March 1t (Trindle Spring Lutheran Church) 717-766-7091

March 8" (Shepherdstown United Methodist Church) 717-766-3076

March 15" (Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren) 717-766-8880
March22¥( St . Lukeds E@i7966618a1 Church)
March 29" (Shiremanstown United Methodist Church) 717-737-6621



|l t6s College Student

wrapped snacks, treats and other
helpful goodies to send to all the
college students connected to our
congregation. Right now, we know of
about a dozen or so who are either on
campus or are commuters.

Please bring your dona tions by
Sunday, March 12, 2023  and place

them in the designated bin by the coat r ac
Office. We will then pack the boxes and get them in the mail to our
students that week. Hereds something a bit differen

t i me slf§aou prefer that we do your shopping, or if you would rather
help with mailing costs, please place your monetary donation in an
envelope that is clearly marked fAColl ege (
notati on, fiCol |l ege Car e yBoouxr, oc hienc kt hief ntehmreot
how you are contributing.) If you would like credit on your giving
statement, include your envelope number also. All envelopes may be
placed in the offering or in the offering box. All monies will be passed
through the budget and distr ibuted out of it for our expenses as there is
now a Budget Line Item for this project. Thank you, on behalf of our
students, for your generous support of this project each spring and fall!
PARENTS: Please check the list on the bulletin board near
the office to be sure we have the correct address for your

student. | f itds correct, just
| f itds not , pl ease write the ¢
Did we miss anyone????
YA TdASh
; LAYy 3
The Stamp Project at Cross Keys Village I The Brethren Home
Community i began in 1981. Volunteers process over a million donated
stamps each year! The stamps are th

resellers. Proceeds net several thousand dollars profit each year and are
used for items that ben efit the entire community. Please consider
partnering with CKV by saving your used stamps. A container is located
by the office window to drop your stamp into.

In honor of Brethren Volunteer Service’s
75 Anniversary, the Carlisle First Church
of the Brethren announces a special
program on BVS at the church on
Sunday, March 26th from 2-4pm.

Burr Beard served in BVS in 1972-1973
as a conscientious objector and is the
host for this event.

With special guests, former and
currently serving volunteers in
attendance, Beard will conduct
interviews to illuminate the history of
the past 75 years of BVS and it’s current
status in terms of opportunities for high
school and college graduates, and
volunteers of at least age 18.

The event is free and open to the public
and is sponsored by the Carlisle First
Church of the Brethren. Doug Miller is
the Pastor of the Carlisle First Church of
the Brethren. Please contact Burr
Beard at 717-462-0393, or Pastor Doug
at 717-870-1263.

Car e
= S @
We are collecting individually BV 7 5

BVS at 75 - Carlisle First
Church of the Brethren

announces a special
program on Sunday,

March 26th from 2-4pm.
Free to the public...

Evening of Prayer
A District Wide Prayer
Event

Sunday, March 26, 2023
Carlisle First Church
of the Brethren

6pm

1340 Forge Rd, Carlisle, PA 17013




