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March  5:  ñWhat Did They Know and When Did They Know It?ò         - 
Second Sunday of Lent         - Pastor Jim Benedict 
 

 Worship Theme:  Not all ñgood deedsò are equal. Some might not 
even be good. Motives matter.   

 Scripture Texts: Matthew 25:31-46 
  
 

March 12 :     ñCultivating Confidenceò              - Pastor Jim Benedict    

Third Sunday of Lent  
 

 Worship Theme:   Times were tough for the Christians in Rome. 
Paul wrote to encourage them by reminding them that Godôs love for 
them gave them reason to be confident about the future, despite their 
present trials. When we grow discouraged by looking at the  world around 
us, we just need to look up.  
  

 Scripture Texts:  Romans 5:1-11 
  
 

March  19 :      ñWhat God Has to Giveò                 - Pastor Jim Benedict 
Fourth Sunday of Lent  
 

 Worship Theme:   Although we often turn to this psalm on somber 
occasions, it is really a celebration of what God has to give ï guidance, 
presence, protection and provision. 
  

 Scripture Texts:  Psalm 23 
 
 

March  26 :     (To be announced)           - Traci Rabenstein 
Fifth Sunday of Lent  
 

       
 
 
  

 
 

 Winter cold is only one of the things that test the resiliency of 
trees and other plants.  Summer heat, drought, disease, pests and 
severe weather can also put trees to the test.  So can human activity.   

Growing up, I remember the county coming around every few 
years to clear the road ditches.  That meant cutting back everything, 
including small trees, which grew there.  For some of the trees, that was 
the end; eventually what was left would rot away and n o sign would be 
left that there ever was a tree there.  But for other trees, it was a 
setback but not a defeat.  After a while, often the next spring, shoots 
would appear, stretching upwards.  In time, leaves would appear and 
after a while it would look li ke a brand-new tree.  Only if you looked 
down at the base of it, near the ground, would you be able to tell that it 
had once been reduced to a stump. 
 In the book of the prophet Isaiah, God gives encouragement to 
the people who were worried about the futur e because of the success of 
their enemies.  First the descendants of Jacob from the north (Israel) 
were conquered by the Assyrians, and then the descendants of Jacob in 
the south (Judah) were conquered by the Babylonians and many carried 
off in exile.  They had been ñcut down,ò and a stump was a perfect 
metaphor for what was left of Godôs people in the Promised Land. 
 In the 11 th chapter of Isaiah, the prophet speaks of a shoot 
coming forth from the stump of Jesse.  What looked like the end was not 
the end.  The people who were left should not give up, but instead keep 
watch for signs of life.  
 Lots of churches just like ours were already stressed before the 
pandemic hit 3 years ago.  One of the questions I heard often as the 
pandemic set in was whether the church could survive, especially if we 
werenôt able to meet in person for so many months.  When people could 
come back, would they?  And what about children and youth?  Werenôt 
they missing out on a critical stage of spiritual development?  
 There is no doubt that the last few years have been hard on 
congregations.  Nearly every congregation has had to cut back its 
program, and many have had to cut staff.  Attendance is down compared 
to before the pandemic, even when you count those still choosing to 
attend online. 
 Now we can respond to all that by tallying up our losses and 
lamenting them ï or we can do what the prophet called upon his people 
to do:  look for signs of new life.  Iôve been seeing a lot of signs of new 
life lately.  Have you? 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jim 

   MARCH WORSHIP 

THEMES 

 

Daylight Savings Time Begins on  
 

Sunday, March 12 th ! 
 

Remember to turn your clocks ahead  
1 hour!  

 



 
 

Join us in person on Sunday morning s! 
 

Stop by the Welcome Center for a cup of coffee, tea, or cocoa  
before  Sunday School at 9 a.m.  

 

Sunday School Topics:  
Living Letters class ï Every Creature Singing 

Willing Learners class ï Luke 
Elementary class ï Shine Curriculum 

 

Our Worship Service begins in the sanctuary at 10:30 a.m.  
 

You may also join us by Zoom or Live Stream  
on the Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren  

 You Tube Channel.  
 

Worship videos are posted to our You Tube Channel  
and our Website on Sunday afternoons.  

Go to www.mechanicsburgcob.org  and click on ñmessagesò. 

 
 

         
 

Signs of Life  
 

ñA shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots.ò 

Isaiah 11:1 
 

 There is a tree in my backyard that I will be watching closely this 
month.  I hope to see the first signs of life, buds at the end of the tiniest 
branches swelling, getting ready to unfurl new leaves.  Iôm concerned 
because the tree wasnôt doing so well last fall, and two other trees we 
have planted in the same spot lived only a few years.  I suspect the soil 
is shallow there, and my wife and I have already decided that if this tree 
doesnôt make it, we are going to give up on that spot.  

 
 
 

April 2:          ñThe Celebrity Christò                   - Pastor Jim Benedict  
Palm Sunday  
      Worship Theme:  With crowds lining the road with palm branches 
and shouting hosanna, Jesus was at the peak of his fame during his 
earthly life. Soon enough, the crowds had turned on him when they 
discovered he wasnôt the person they thought he was. He may not have 
been what they wanted, but he was ï and is ï what we all need. 
  

      Scripture Texts:  Matthew 21:1-11 

 

April 2:   Love Feast & Communion   7:00 p.m.   
Palm Sunday  
 Please join us for an evening of scripture and song. We will share 
an Agape meal, participate in feet or hand washing, and receive the 
bread and cup communion as a faith community.  

 

April 7:  Good Friday Service   7:00 p.m.  
           
 
 

April 9:          ñRolling Stoneò                   - Pastor Jim Benedict  
Easter Sunday  
      Worship Theme:  The woman on the way to the tomb worried 
about the stone that covered the entrance. It turned out that they 
shouldnôt have worried ï the stone was already rolled away. It is a story 
to remind us that God is at work, making a way for us even when there 
seems to be no way. 
  

      Scripture Texts:  Mark 16:1-8 

 
 

Follow  us on Facebook  

http://www.mechanicsburgcob.org/


 
 

 
Adult Bible Study  is held each Wednesday  

at 9:00 a.m. by Zoom.  
Contact Pastor Jim if you would like to join.  

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Church Book Club  will meet on  
Monday, March 27th at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom.  
This monthôs selection is The Personal Librarian   

by Marie Benedict 
Discussion leader is Oceana Goodwin. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Ladies  Luncheon  is held on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 11:30 a.m.   

at the Lower Allen Diner.  
Please plan to join us ï everyone is welcome! 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------  

Family Promise week at MCOB begins  on  
Sunday, March 5 th . Please use  the sign -up sheet  
on the bulletin board and prayerfully consider  

filling an opening.  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Lunch, Learn and Fellowship (aka Coffee 
Fellowship)  will be combined with the  

Lenten Lunch on March 15th.  
Pastor Jim is providing the program.  

A sign-up sheet will be posted by the office window.  
Please sign -up by Friday, March 10 th . 

 
 

 

   MCOB NEWS &  

    ACTIVITIES 



 

 
 

 

 
 

Lenten Bible Study  continues each Sunday afternoon at 4:00 p.m.   
in the Living Letters classroom. 

We will use the book, Lent for Everyone by N. T. Wright.  
Sessions will continue through April 2, 2023, with an  

earlier time on Palm Sunday.  
You may join in person or by Zoom. 

 Please use the sign-up sheet in the narthex to reserve your seat.  
Books are available in the church office. 

 

 

 
 

Letôs do lunch! 
Lenten Luncheons sponsored by the  

Mechanicsburg Area Council of Churches 
 

Meet at Trindle Spring Lutheran Church,  
14 State Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 (717-395-7643) 

at 12 Noon on the following Wednesdays,  
with lunch & devotions provided by area pastors and congregations. 

 
Please contact the churches listed below by the Friday before   

to reserve your seat at the table . 
 

March 1st (Trindle Spring Lutheran Church) 717-766-7091 
March 8th (Shepherdstown United Methodist Church) 717-766-3076 
March 15th (Mechanicsburg Church of the Brethren)  717-766-8880 
March 22nd (St. Lukeôs Episcopal Church) 717-766-5182 
March 29th (Shiremanstown United Methodist Church) 717-737-6621 

 

 
 



Itôs College Student Care Package 
Time!   
 We are collecting individually 
wrapped snacks, treats and other 
helpful goodies to send to all the 
college students connected to our 
congregation. Right now, we know of 
about a dozen or so who are either on 
campus or are commuters.  
 Please bring your dona tions by 
Sunday, March 12, 2023  and place 

them in the designated bin by the coat rack across from the Pastorôs 
Office. We will then pack the boxes and get them in the mail to our 
students that week.      Hereôs something a bit different from other 
timesé. If you prefer that we do your shopping, or if you would rather 
help with mailing costs, please place your monetary donation in an 
envelope that is clearly marked ñCollege Care Box.ò (Please put the same 
notation, ñCollege Care Box,ò in the memo section of your check if thatôs 
how you are contributing.) If you would like credit on your giving 
statement, include your envelope number also. All envelopes may be 
placed in the offering or in the offering box. All monies will be passed 
through the budget and distr ibuted out of it for our expenses as there is 
now a Budget Line Item for this project. Thank you, on behalf of our 
students, for your generous support of this project each spring and fall!  

PARENTS: Please check the list on the bulletin board near 
the offi ce to be sure we have the correct address for your 
student. If itôs correct, just mark ñOKò.  

If itôs not, please write the correct one.  

Did we miss anyone???? 
 

 
The Stamp Project at Cross Keys Village  ï The Brethren Home 
Community ï began in 1981. Volunteers process over a million donated 
stamps each year!  The stamps are then sold as ñlotsò to philatelic 
resellers. Proceeds net several thousand dollars profit  each year and are 
used for items that ben efit the entire community. Please consider 
partnering with CKV by saving your used stamps. A container is located 
by the office window to drop your stamp into.  
 

 
 

 


